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Distinguished Greeks from three continents traveled to Athens to receive the 2022 ARGO 

AWARDS bestowed by the President of the Hellenic Republic, Katerina Sakellaropoulou. The 

ARGOS derive from the vision of the Hellenic Network in the European Union that nurtures, 

propagates and strengthens Hellenism and its values globally. 

The eight new ARGONAUTS are luminaries of the Greeks diaspora and of Hellenism more 

broadly. As Spyros A. Pappas, President of the "ARGO – BRUSSELS HELLENIC NETWORK" stated 

in his introductory speech "All over the world one finds a thriving, flourishing Greece. Greece 

is an idea that bears fruit over the centuries, remains indisputable, and sets an example for 

other Greeks, wherever they are, irrespective of geographical boundaries, with contribution 

to humanity and Hellenism".  

The Chairman of the Evaluation Committee of the ARGO AWARDS Vassilis Skouris, Professor 

Emeritus of the Athens School of Law, former President of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union, confirmed that "the aim of the ARGO AWARDS is to highlight Greece’s 

extroversion, creativity, cosmopolitanism and open horizons." 

The Secretary General for Greeks Abroad and Public Diplomacy of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Professor Ioannis Chrysoulakis, also addressed his welcome during the ceremony 

which was led by the distinguished journalist Pavlos Tsimas. Many representatives of the 

state, the church and civil society honored the institution with their presence. 

The 2022 ARGO AWARDS recipents are: 

SPORTS: Maria Sakkari, Greek Tennis Champion, the best Greek tennis player of all time and 

4th in the world ranking. Maria Sakkari was competing in San Diego with her next destination 

being Guadalajara, hence she was not able to participate in the ceremony. The award was 

accepted by her mother, Angeliki Kanellopoulou, also an award-winning tennis player.  

HUMANITARIANISM: Ekaterini Belefanti-Sofianou, Ambassador of Emmigrant Hellenism for 

the Throne of the Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa, who excels as an entrepreneur 

in high-end medical technologies, having introduced innovative treatments such as the 

artificial heart and robotics assisted minimally invasive surgery while, and for many years has 

been a great benefactor of charities, educational institutions, and non-profit organizations. 

GASTRONOMY: Kyriakos Kynigopoulos, Oenologist of BURGUNDIA OENOLOGIE, consultant 

oenologist in 11 countries, one of the four most important consultant oenologist in the world. 

He is the creator of the "quality revolution of Burgundy wines", providing his own Pinot Noir 

vinification scheme. Since 1990 Burgundy "changed", and its wines gained in style and quality. 

SCIENCE : Konstantinos Lyketsos, endowed Professor at JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY, expert 

in the care and treatment of patients with Alzheimer's and related forms of dementia. He 

has pioneered innovative methods to accelerate research and development of anti-dementia 

treatments. He is the 13th most cited scientist in geriatrics world-wide (all time of 9,246 

scientists). 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP: jointly Ercan Kara Osman & Ahmet Garoglu, Managing Directors of 

RODOPI GROUP. They have an intergenerational history of immigration and together they 

created the global company RODOPI, which is present in more than 30 countries. RODOPI 

provides exhaustive continuous education and training to technical and specialized personnel 

for the energy transition towards renewable energy sources, and the aspiration of both 



awardees is to offer Greece an opportunity to participate in this endeavor with the slogan 

"Together we move mountains". 

INNOVATION: George Vikatos, Emeritus Associate Professor in the Mechanical Engineering 

Department at University of Cape Town, President of ATTRI Orthopaedics. An engineer who 

studied anatomy and medicine and became a major inventor with four international 

patents aiming at the recovery of skeletal function after major orthopedic surgery. His 

admiration for the human body led him to focus on the human skeleton, an example of a 

perfectly balanced machine, and to deliver solutions to severe health issues. 

CULTURE AND ARTS: Rodoula Gaitanou, a worldwide known Opera Director, soprano with 

studies in music, singing and dance. She is the first Greek member of the "Jetty Parker" young 

artists program of London's Royal Opera House in Coven Garden. She has worked in many 

countries (Austria, Germany, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Ireland, Portugal, Italy, Greece, 

China, Australia, United States, etc.) and she has already planned new collaborations in 

Finland, Scotland, Sweden, Iceland for the coming year. 

PUBLIC SERVICE: Menelaos Pangalos, Astra Zeneca's President of Biopharmaceutical 

Research and Development who led the efforts to expand the global COVID-19 vaccine 

development program. Under his leadership, in just 5 weeks, in 2020, a global capacity supply 

of more than two billion doses was secured. He has made contributions to global drugs 

discovery and his influence in the field of pharmaceuticals and bio-science has earned him 

the title of Knight by Her Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom. He is Honorary Professor 

at the University of Cambridge. 

 

The awardees were deeply moved by the enthusiasm generated in the public, and by the 

bestowing by President of the Hellenic Republic, Katerina Sakellaropoulou. The President 

remained after the end of the ceremony and met in person all the awardees distinguished 

Greeks of the diaspora! 
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